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the jury would not pay any regard to this testimony, as the
boy had acknowledged in court that he never saw him write.

Several persons of distinction testified that Mr Thornhill
was of a peaceable disposition, and that, on the contrary,
the deceased was of a remarkably quarrelsome temper. On
behalf of Mr Thornhill it was further deposed that on Sir
Cholmondeley being asked if he came by his hurt through
unfair usage he replied: " No: poor Thornhill! I am sorry
for him; this misfortune was my own fault, and of my
own seeking ; I heartily forgive him, and desire you all to
take notice of it, that it may be of some service to him, and
that one misfortune may not occasion another."

The jury acquitted Mr Thornhill of the murder, but
found him guilty of manslaughter; in consequence of
which he was burned in the hand.

TOM GERRARD
Taught a Dog to pick Pockets, and was executed for
Housebreaking at Tyburn in August^ 1711
OF all the two hundred and forty-two malefactors
who were executed at Tyburn, and elsewhere in and
about London, from the beginning of Sir Thomas Abney's
mayoralty to the end of Sir Richard Hoare's, this Thomas
Gerrard was not, for the short time he triumphed in his
villainy, inferior to any of them for wickedness. He was
born in the parish of St Giles-in-the-Fields, of good and
honest parents, who kept the Red Lion Inn in Holborn.
He took to the trade of thieving, following it for a consider-
able time, whereby he had often been in Newgate, and was
condemned once before he committed the fact for which he
at last suffered death.
One time Gerrard, having committed a great robbery in
London, and fearing to be apprehended for it, stole a horse
worth above thirty pounds and rode into Lincolnshire,
where, lying at a by-inn within a mile of Grantham, and
espying a very large punch-bowl made of a new-fashioned
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